CHAPTER VIII
NEPAL
rirfHE various members of the party were converging on
I  Purnea in readiness for die great adventure, by different
A routes as we have seen, Blacker, Fellowes, Clydesdale and
Mclntyre by air, Etherton by the more comfortable method
and luxury of the P. & 0.
Etherton stayed a few days with the Governor of Bombay
(Major-General Sir F. Sykes) before going on to the base at
Purnea, situated approximately 300 miles north of Calcutta in
the province of Bihar. Sir Frederick Sykes is himself an
airman of repute, and consequently took the greatest interest
in our plans.
Etherton travelled overland by rail, going first to Patna,
the head-quarters of the Government of Bihar and Orissa. Sir
James Sifton, the Governor, and the officers and staff of his
administration had made excellent arrangements for the welfare
of the expedition at Purnea; no efforts had been spared to
ensure its success and we shall see how well the plans worked
out under the cordial co-operation and ever-ready help that
were accorded.
From Patna to Purnea is a rapid journey when made by
air, but a long and tedious business by rail, since it necessi-
tates the crossing of the Ganges in paddle-wheelers which
probably commenced life on the Thames during the early
'fifties.
The Ganges bob anything but the holy river it is; slow-
moving and muddy waters flowing through a flat and desolate
land at this particular point do not impress the traveller, yet
there is no river in the world to compare with it in sanctity
and die reverence with which it is regarded by millions of
146